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percent of laid-off workers in manufacturing subsequently are rehired by the same employer. He cited 1975 evidence that 41 percent of unemployed men aged 25-64 who had been laid off had made no attempt to find Jobs during the previous month.  However, since young people tend not to have made solid commitments to particular firms or even to particular industries, temporary-layoff theories are less-convincing explanations for their unemployment than for the unemployment of older workers.
The next subsection provides rough evidence that even cyclical unemployment tied to the business cycle is less important for younger people than for more-established workers. This lack of cyclical sensitivity is reassuring, since elsewhere in the paper I focus on cross-sectional data pertaining only to March 1980 and calendar 1979.
Cyclical Sensitivity of Youth Unemployment
Because I talk about a single cross-section of individuals in the remainder of the paper, I do not have much to say about cyclical influences on youth unemployment. How important are they?
Persistent unemployment of at least 3.5 percent (measured äs annual averages of monthly Current Population Survey estimates) has afflicted the U.S. civilian labor force since the mid-1950s. The aggregate rate feil from 5.5 percent in 1954 to 4.1 percent in 1956. Then it jumped to 6.8 percent with the 1958 recession.  It feil again to 5.5 percent in 1959 and 1960 and then rose abruptly to 6.7 percent for 1961. With the exception of a slight faltering in 1963, it feil steadily from its 1961 level until it reached the post-1953 trough of 3.5 percent in 1969, a war year.  Since then, äs Table l shows, it rose in 1970 and 1971, feil in 1972 and 1973, rose through 1975 to a three-decade peak, and feil to the 1979 low preceding the most recent recession.
Although the aggregate time series is sensitive enough to reveal broad trends, it masks a great deal of the labor market behavior that disaggregation reveals.  In addition to aggregate unemployment rates, Table l shows unemployment rates for certain sex, age, and race groups, including groups of teenagers 16-19 years old. with the exception that teenage unemployment was below 12 percent for the three years preceding 1958, 1969 was the post-1953 trough for each of the disaggregated series äs well äs for the aggregate unemployment rate. But many of the disaggregated series have kept the same rank relative to each other ever since 1950. Moreover, some of the series are much more stable over time than others.
Table l shows coefficients of Variation (ratios of Standard deviations to means) for the aggregate series and for 20 disaggregated groups for the period between 1972 and 1982.  it also shows the rank of each coefficient of Variation (c.v.) among the 21 coefficients reported. The aggregate series ranks 14th at 21.09 percent.  All 7 groups of teenagers rank above the aggregate series; in fact, the teenage groups account for 4 of the top 4 groups and 7 of the top 11 groups.  The coefficient for the top group, black women aged 16-19, is barely a third of the aggregate coefficient. At the other end of the

